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““Choose…”
      The Covenant of Joshua at
Shechem, found at the end of
the Old Testament book of
Joshua (Chapters 23 and 24)
describes a time when the
Israelites have finally arrived in
the Promised Land of Canaan
and are becoming acclimated to
this new homeland flowing with
milk and honey. Joshua, now
advanced in years, has called
together all the tribes of Israel to
Shechem, and summoned the
elders, the heads, the judges,
and the officers of Israel. This
big pow-wow has been called in
order to make sure that these
folks all know who has brought
them here – out of slavery and
bondage in Egypt – and has 

         
given them this beautiful land. It
was a fulfillment of a promise God
made to their ancestor Abraham
many centuries before.
      After Joshua has given them an
in-depth history of who they are
and how they got here, he begins
to offer them the fulfillment of the
Covenant with Abraham – and
invites them to make this same
covenant. In Joshua 24:14-15, he
challenges the people:
        “Now therefore revere the Lord,                             

and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that
your ancestors served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the
Lord. Now if you are unwilling to
serve the Lord, choose this day

whom you will serve, whether the
gods your ancestors served in the 
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 region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are
living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

      Joshua challenges them to make a choice: Serve the God who brought
them out of slavery, out of Egypt, and gave them new life, new hope, new
land, and a new future, OR continue to serve the pagan gods of their past,
gods which did nothing to help them out of slavery, did not deliver them
from the hands of the Egyptians, did not offer new life or hope or a new
land or a new future. The challenge was to remember and to commit to the
ONE GOD who DID save them. The One God who did offer them a new
beginning.
         This covenant was strangely (or perhaps not so strangely after all)
similar to the covenant that Moses set before the Israelites just as they
were about to cross the Jordan River to possess it (Deuteronomy 30:15-20):
            “I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast
to him…” (vs. 19-20a)
      Obedience to God is to be the believer’s absolute priority. It is even
listed by Jesus as the greatest commandment of all: “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”
(Matthew 22:37). Because it is the most important commandment, it means
that any wants and desires, no matter how noble or important, must take
second place to loving God with all our being.
               On February 19, 2023, St. Luke’s will be holding a Called Church
Conference at 2:00 pm in Moore Hall. All full members of the Church are
strongly encouraged to attend this important meeting in the life of our
congregation. We will be taking an important and crucial vote on the future
of our Church. Bobby Hill and Max James have written articles about this
critical vote from each side of the issue. These are found here in our
Church Newsletter. I strongly encourage you to read them both.
               And then pray. Pray that God’s Holy Spirit will guide you in how you
should respond. Pray that any questions you may have about this vote can
be addressed by simply asking either Bobby or Max to help explain it, or
you may ask me. More information can be found on the Rio Texas
Conference’s Webpage (riotexas.org/we-are-umc) and on the Global
Methodist Church’s Webpage (globalmethodist.org).
       The vote will determine the future of our Congregation. It is time for us
to choose. Like Moses and Joshua, the options are before you. Please know
that I will be in prayer for you all as you make this decision regarding the
future of St. Luke’s.

See you in Church!

Pastor Brad
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We Celebrate 
February Birthdays

5th          Nancy Nesbitt
8th          Rayven Taylor
9th          Sue Fordtran, Sonia Garcia
                & Glenda Harbaugh
11th        Harry Carter & Amanda Hope
15th        Teresa Allee & Claudia Messer
17th        Benton Bresler, Irene Houchin,
               & Janine Sanborn
19th        Lena Moretich
21st         Heather Blunt
23rd         Shannon Rios
24th         Philip Bailey 
27th         Brian Bresler &                 
                 Joyce Burke
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 Please Welcome
Our New Members

Pictures forthcoming

Kitty Koeckritz
James "Jimmy" Ross

Jane Ross
David Nesbitt
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A message to the membership of St. Luke’s UMC regarding disaffiliation from Bobby Hill,                    
 Finance Committee Chairman:
Hopefully by now you are aware that St. Luke’s UMC is considering whether or not to leave or disaffiliate
from the United Methodist Church (UMC).  In August 2022, our local Church Council voted to enter into a 6-
month period of discernment to pray about and educate our membership on the issues so we can make
an informed decision about our association with the UMC.  On Sunday, February 19th, there will be called
Church Conference where all members are eligible to cast a vote on the fate of our local church.  Only
members who show up in person may vote, so please mark your calendars and show up for this important
vote, rain or shine.  
The purpose of this letter is to assist you as a member of St. Luke’s UMC to make an informed decision as
to how our church will be governed going forward.  My intent is to present the perspective for why we
should remain affiliated with the UMC.  Max James, the Church Council chair will present the perspective
for disaffiliation.  I strongly encourage you to pray with an open mind as you consider both alternatives
prior to making a decision and casting your vote on February 19th.  
The cause for the division in the UMC is centered around the denomination’s position and response to
matters of human sexuality, specifically LGBTQ.  Much has been written about the impasse and as you
might expect, emotions run high.  I encourage you to familiarize yourself with the issues and alternatives. 
 Similar to politics, voices of the extremists on both sides of the issue are usually the loudest and so
unfortunately a lot of information is biased and, in some cases, includes misinformation fear tactics and
divisive rhetoric.  So, always consider the source when reviewing published information.  From the UMC
perspective, information regarding disaffiliation and reasons to stay affiliated with the UMC are available on
the website of the Rio Texas Conference (RioTexas.org) of which St. Luke’s UMC is a member church.  There
are links to this source as well as other sources of information in support of disaffiliation on the St. Luke’s
UMC website (SLUMCCorpusChristi.org).
I was raised in the Presbyterian church but I have been an active member of St. Luke’s UMC for over 30
years and my wife Mary and I raised our three daughters in this church.  My reason for wanting to stay with
the UMC is this church’s long and fruitful history.  The UMC has been a mainstream Methodist
denomination for generations with working processes and vast international connections while the
alternative being considered, the Global Methodist Church (GMC) was launched less than a year ago.  While
we may not like everything about the UMC, we have a proven track record of effective worldwide ministries.  
The UMC created the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), the Upper Room and the Walk to
Emmaus to name only a few.  In addition, we have started more colleges and universities than any other
faith group, and chartered more Scouts than any other denomination. No church is perfect, but there is
much to be lost by leaving the UMC and too much uncertainty with the GMC.  
The UMC has always had differences of opinion on matters of theology with traditionalists on the
conservative side, progressives on the liberal side and centrists or moderates in the middle.  They don’t
always agree with each other but that diversity makes us stronger as a denomination.  More importantly, it
reflects the diversity of the people in our community.  Essentially all of the churches that are disaffiliating
from the UMC to join the Global Methodist church identify as traditionalist.  John Wesley taught that
Christianity is essentially about love for God and neighbor, growing through the means of grace, and
staying connected even when we “agree to disagree” (he actually coined that phrase). 

Messages from St. Luke's Leaders

continued on page  9
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It is regrettable that we have to go through this process and there will be no winners or losers. Regardless
of the outcome of the vote, St. Luke’s will remain a viable church in the Wesleyan Methodist tradition.  My
prayer is that we remain true to our faith and proceed with love and respect for each other and with hope
for our shared future.  I will close with the words of John Wesley “Though we cannot think alike, may we not
love alike? May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may.
Herein all the children of God may unite, notwithstanding these smaller differences.”
Blessings to you and may God bless the future of St. Luke’s UMC.
Bobby Hill

continued from page 8
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Come be
informed 

Come out
and vote



I have been asked to submit an article for the church newsletter outlining my views in reference to the
current disaffiliation discussion.

 A bit of history first. I became aware of the "progressive movement" in 2014 when Adam Hamilton
promoted his movement to leave the UMC if a more progressive "reinterpretation" of the bible is not
accepted.  He outlined three buckets of scripture.
          1)  Scriptures that express God's heart & character
          2)  Scriptures that expressed God's will in a particular time, but are no longer binding.
          3)  Scriptures that never fully express the heart, character, or will of God. 
 This was his interpretation of how the Bible should be interpreted. Who will interpret the scripture is
unclear.

 Fast forward to current. This movement advocating separation has now assumed the mantle of THE
United Methodist Church.

When Rebecca and I married she had two major requests. That we, together, joined and attended a
church and that church be "Biblical" in its practice and teaching. We chose to join St. Luke's. I was
baptized in this church many more years ago than I will reveal.
             

 The United Methodist Church, as a denomination, is now indicating if we will not follow their
reinterpretation of scripture then we can leave. Interestingly, they indicated their guide (Book of
Discipline) is the 2016 version. If that is accurate and they are/will follow that BOD, we would not be
having this discussion. Clearly, the UMC is not, by action and deeds, following that version of the BOD.
          

What will their new BOD be? We will not know until 2024 when they have their General Conference to
approve it. We do, however, have some hints. Paul Chilcote - retired minister and Professor of Historical
Theology and Wesleyan studies at Asbury Theological Seminary, writes in his essay regarding why staying
in the United Methodist Church will provide and promote space for multiple views/perspectives of
Scripture, it will be theologically progressive and will strongly enforce an updated BOD. He follows that up
with being "Antithetical to literalistic views of scripture". Antithetical is a ten-dollar word meaning
diametrically opposed or so opposed that there can be no reconciliation. (No, I did not know that off the
top of my head and yes, I did look it up.) Adam Hamilton promotes same-sex marriage and the ordination
of openly gay ministers and Bishops along with his desires for scriptural interpretation.

 St. Luke's welcomes all persons to participate in the spiritual life of the church. Inclusiveness means the
freedom for the total involvement of all persons to participate in the spiritual life of the church. We
believe that marriage is a gift of God and is a spiritual covenant of a loving and monogamous marriage
between one man and one woman.

I am more concerned by Mr. Chilcote's arguments as it indicates scripture can be subject to multiple
interpretations and can be whatever any individual desires.

 In 2019 paragraphs were included in the Book of Discipline to allow churches and congregations the
right to separate and keep their property and assets if they did not desire to embrace this
reinterpretation and desire to continue to practice their faith otherwise.

             

continued from page 9
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There is a cost to this separation, however. That cost, in dollar terms, for us is $85,504 but that figure is
only valid until February 28, 2023. It can change after that date. The offer to leave the denomination
expires at the end of 2023. We have been instructed to vote on February 19th (in about 3 weeks). What
will happen if we chose to leave the United Methodist Church? Very little as regards to our current
discipline and practices. We will have to drop "United" from our signage. The $85,504 figure is calculated
by the UMC to pay a year's worth of apportionments (about $34,000) and the balance of about $51,000
to pay for "unfunded pension liabilities."
              

What will we gain for our $85,504 exit fee?
                               A) Freedom to continue to practice our faith in a Biblically-based, conservative manner.
                              Based on our foundation of Christian principles and not based on current cultural and
                              social issues.

                               B) Freedom from closure and confiscation of our assets and funds because we will gain
                               ownership of our properties and assets. (Currently valued near $7 million).
                              

                               C) Decrease in apportionments of 1/3 to 1/2 over current levels.

                               D) No more lifetime appointments of Bishops and lifetime pay and benefits.

                               E) We will choose our new pastors when and if that occurs rather than them 
                               being appointed to our church.

                               F) Increased control of our finances and how our monies will be distributed via
missions.

                               G) A greatly increased potential for growth due to our offering of an alternative worship
                               practice versus the "progressive" worship being offered by the UMC.

There are others but these are the main points I see.

If we do not choose to leave, we will be accepting the new version of Methodism as decided by the UMC
along with all the other current stances. (They dictate our belief system, they own all property and
accounts, the continued lifetime Bishops and benefits, etc.)

If we leave and in the future, we decide we want to go back to the UMC, supposedly we would be allowed.
We probably would have to cede our property etc. back to the UMC.

Other than pure dollar costs, there will be other, more painful costs. No matter which way the vote goes
there may be hurt, separations, and beloved friends choosing to leave our congregation. I dislike the fact
we are being forced to endure this.

This issue, in my opinion, was forced upon us by the direction adopted by the UMC. Leaving the United
Methodist Church is painful but necessary for the health, welfare, and future of St. Luke's. I feel we are
not choosing to leave the UMC; rather the UMC has chosen to leave us.

continued from page 10

continued on page 12
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Help Wanted!
Are you looking for a way to help someone stay connected to God in Christ Jesus? Are you searching for a
way to answer God’s calling in your life to serve your Church in a most meaningful and holy way? Please
consider volunteering to be a Communion Server for our Homebound folks. Many folks in our congregation
are unable to attend worship in person and subsequently miss out on the fellowship of the community of
believers, what is most often missed is the ability to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. While this is
most unfortunate, it does not mean that connections cannot still be made. If this is something that you
might be feeling called to take part in, please contact the Church Office at (361) 854-5374 or
stlukescc@gmail.com. 

 
Lay Readers are also needed for the 11 am worship service. Please contact the  

Church office (361)854-5374.

This vote cannot and should not be made on any single issue. These issues have many ramifications.
                              
                               Your vote should not be about property ownership alone.

                               Your vote should not be about personality issues alone.

                               Your vote should not be about family members or friends of different 
                               sexual identities alone.  

This vote must, in my opinion, be only about what is best for the St. Luke's congregation and the church as
a whole.

In John's Letter to the churches in the Book of Revelation, he notes that in times of battles and dissension
within the churches, the Holy Spirit leaves. We should all be on our knees praying for discernment and
true Spiritual guidance concerning these issues.

If anyone has any questions/concerns I can help with. Feel free to contact me at (361)947-6199 or
mgj48@yahoo.com.

               Thank you for your consideration,
               Max James,
               Chair of Church Council

continued from page 11

A BIG Thank You
The St. Luke’s UMC 75th Homecoming Jubilee is a pleasant memory! A sincere word of thanks needs to be
given to the Homecoming Committee, headed by Virginia Hopkins, for their dedication and hard work for
several months in meeting, planning, and setting in motion what would occur for this special celebration!
Much was involved and the outcome was one to cherish on down the road as St. Luke’s continues its mission
of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world!




