
Wednesday Evening 
Prayer & Praise 

January 4, 2023 
The Second Week of Christmas 

Celebration of Epiphany 
St. Luke’s UMC Chapel, 7pm 

 
OPENING PRAYER                              

God of promise and light, open our eyes this evening,  
that we may see your light in the darkness.   

Open our hearts, that we may perceive your promises of justice and  
righteousness—promises fulfilled in the babe of Bethlehem.   

May we, like the magi, have a star to guide us on our journey quest  
to find the one who will truly set us free.   

May this time of worship bring us closer to you, that the good news  
of the birth of light and love may transform our lives.  Amen. 

   
OPENING CAROL                                                                           “What Child Is This” 

What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?   
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?   

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 
Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?   

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.   
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  

haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own him;  
the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.   

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 
PRAYER OF YEARNING 

Ever patient God, we are a people who live in thick darkness.  We stumble around, 
bombarded by news of war and poverty, famine and genocide.  We easily lose our 
bearings.  The maelstrom of life can overwhelm and paralyze us when we need to be 
at our best.  Help us be people who shine the light of your righteousness, peace, and 
joy into the dark places of our lives and our world.  Unlock the mystery and glory of 
the babe born in Bethlehem.  Guide us with your star of wonder and turn our aimless 
wanderings into journeys of purpose.  Amen. 

 



SCRIPTURE                                                     Matthew 2:1-12 
 
MEDITATION 
 
EPIPHANY CAROL                                                                        “We Three Kings” 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.   

 
Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.   
 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again,  
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.  Refrain 

 
Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh;  

prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high.  Refrain   
 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;  
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  Refrain 

 
Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice:  

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies.  Refrain 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                      
 
CLOSING PRAISE                                                     “Emmanuel” 

What hope we hold this starlit night; a King is born in Bethlehem.   
Our journey long, we seek the light that leads to the hallowed manger ground.   

 
What fear we felt in the silent age, four hundred years; can He be found?   

But broken by a Baby’s cry, rejoice in the hallowed manger ground.   
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, God incarnate, here to dwell.   
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, praise His name, Emmanuel. 

 
The Son of God, here, born to bleed; a crown of thorns would pierce His brow.   

And we beheld this Offering, exalted now, the King of kings.   
Praise God for the hallowed manger ground!   

 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, God incarnate, here to dwell.   

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, praise His name, Emmanuel.  Praise His name, Emmanuel. 
 

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;  
seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star:  

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 



CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
Follow the star, seek Christ’s light.  Kneel before him, offering the treasure of your life.   

Then arise, and go forth to shine for all the world to see;  
and share with others the treasure of Christ—the light in the darkness.   

We go to spread the good news of light and love,  
the hope of righteousness and justice.   

Follow the star that will guide you on your journey— 
this week, this year, and forevermore. 

We go forth, as the magi of old, transformed by the presence of the child of light.   
May the blessing of the God of light rest upon you and fill you with light.  Amen. 

 
CLOSING & THE PEACE 

 
~~~*~~~ 

 
Leaders in tonight’s worship: Brad & Lisa DeHaven 

 
“What Child Is This” text: William C. Dix, 1865;  

music: 16th century English melody / public domain 
 

“We Three Kings” by John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1857/ public domain 
 

“Emmanuel” (Hallowed Manger Ground) by Chris Tomlin & Ed Cash;  
© 2009 worshiptogether.com Songs, sixsteps Music, Vamos Publishing, Wondrously Made Songs 

(with verse 3 of “Angels from the Realms of Glory”  
text: James Montgomery, 1816; music: Henry T. Smart, 1867 / public domain) 

 
~~~*~~~ 

 
Prayers for use at home this week: 

Morning – God of this new morning, you have awakened me to the brightness of your 
dawn.  I begin this day in gratitude, recalling your mercies through the night, anticipating 
glimpses of your glory in the hours ahead.  Make my face shine today with the joy of your 
grace, so that another is helped to see your presence and find hope.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  
Amen. 
 
Evening – God of love, as the sun has set and night has come, I will not be afraid of the 
darkness, for you are with me.  Your glory never recedes, but is always expanding, bringing 
more and more people into the sphere of your love.  Thank you for such boundless grace 
as has been given in Jesus Christ.  Make me a prism for the light of Christ, reflecting his 
grace to others all my days.  In his name I pray.  Amen. 

 
 

We’re glad you are here as part of the St. Luke’s family tonight.     
Including those of you online! 
Please help our record-keeping by using your phone’s camera to scan this QR 
code, which will link you to our online attendance registration page.   
(Or go straight to the webpage at SLUMCCorpusChristi.org and tap the 
Attendance Registration button.)   


