
Wednesday Evening  
Prayer & Praise 

December 21, 2022 
The Fourth Week of Advent 

St. Luke’s UMC Chapel, 7pm 
 

GREETING                                    Korean Hymn Text by Geonyong Lee 
Come now, O Prince of Peace, make us one body,  

come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
Come now, O God of love, make us one body,  

come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.   
Come now and set us free, O God our Savior, come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 
Come, Hope of unity, make us one body, come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

   
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 

As we light the fourth Advent candle this week,  
meditate on God’s unconditional love for us all year long: 

For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son,  
so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.   

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,  
but to save the world through him.                     (John 3:16-17) 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROL                     “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” UMH #236 vs. 1-4 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground,  
the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around, and glory shone around. 

 
“Fear not!” said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled minds.   

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring to all of humankind, to all of humankind.”   
 

“To you, in David’s town, this day is born of David’s line  
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord, and this shall be the sign, and this shall be the sign:”   

 
“The heavenly babe you there shall find to human view displayed,  

all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, and in a manger laid, and in a manger laid.”   
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O God, you bring us life in ways we do not even realize, in forms we do not always 
understand.  We are so busy, the moments moving faster each day.  We do not always pay 
attention to your presence when it comes.  Often we cannot see what is right in front of us.  
We are asleep, even when awake.  And grace slips by us, unrecognized and unrequited.  We 
miss the opportunity to find you in one another.  We waste our chances for love.  We put you 
to the test, not with our unbelief, but with our distraction.  We think we are too busy for you.  
But you, God, still choose us.  You take our struggles and turn them into strengths, calling 



us apostles, making us friends.  You put your own self right into our hands, trusting that we 
can notice your gifts, recognize their meaning, and make a place for them in our lives.  
Forgive us, God, for our distractions.  Slow our stride and calm our souls.  Remind our busy 
brains that there is nothing we have to do to be loved by you, nothing we have to make or 
even be.  For new life is coming even now, awaiting to make us whole.  Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE                                                                    Romans 1:1-7 
 
MEDITATION 
  
HYMN OF PRAISE                                                “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” 

You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd.  You, Lord, are both prince and slave.   
You, peace-maker and sword-bringer of the way you took and gave.   

You, the everlasting instant; you, whom we both scorn and crave.   
 

Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross,  
shining in eternal glory, beggar’d by a soldier’s toss,  

You, the everlasting instant; you, who are both gift and cost. 
 

You, who walk each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side.   
You, who preach the way that’s narrow, have a love that reaches wide.   

You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our pilgrim guide.   
 

Worthy is our earthly Jesus!  Worthy is our heavenly Christ!   
Worthy your defeat and victory.  Worthy still your peace and strife.   

You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our death and life.   
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                             UMH #895 
 
ADVENT CAROL                                         “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” UMH #203 vs. 1-2, 4 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!   
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!   
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free;  

to take away transgression, and rule in equity.   
 

He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong;  
to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong;  

to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,  
whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight.  

 
To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend;  
his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.   

The tide of time shall never his covenant remove;  
his name shall stand forever; that name to us is love. 



BENEDICTION 
To the weak and the strong, Christ comes.   
To the old and the young, Christ appears.  
To the lost and the found, Christ arrives. 
Christ makes us apostles and offers us grace.  
Christ makes us friends with each other and with him.   
He makes us family and welcomes us home.   

 
CLOSING & THE PEACE 

 
~~~*~~~ 

 
Leaders in tonight’s worship: Brad & Lisa DeHaven 

 
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” text: Nahum Tate; from: Luke 2:8-14;  

music: “Harmonia Sacra”, 1812; arr.: G. F. Handel, 1728; public domain 
 

“You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” text: Sylvia Dunstan;  
music: French Carol; text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” text: James Montgomery, 1821; from: Psalm 72;  

music: “Gesangbuch der H. W. k. Hofkapelle” 1784; adapt.: W. H. Monk, 1868; public domain 
 

~~~*~~~ 
 

Prayers for use at home this week: 
Morning – Giver of light, in the light of your Christ I see myself clearly as your child.  I 
rise in thankfulness for you are present when I sleep and when I am awake.  I rise to come 
to you in the hours of joy and in sorrow.  I rise to live this day in your wisdom, without 
fear, without acrimony, but with charity toward those I meet and toward myself when I 
find I am wanting.  Lead me into your desire for me this day, O Lord.  Let me know your 
love is deep and abiding; in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
Evening – Giver of rest and silence, in you I take refuge when the shadows deepen and the 
time of sleep has come.  I thank you for the ventures of this day, for friends who helped 
me and for those who sought my help, for the skills you planted in me to hone and use, for 
the strangers whose lives enlarged mine today and whose insights enrich my life.  Keep me 
safe from harm as I sleep and bring me to a new dawn with strength to work and rejoice; 
in Jesus’ name, I pray.  Amen. 

 
 

We’re glad you are here as part of the St. Luke’s family tonight.     
 
Please help our record-keeping by using your phone’s camera to scan this QR 
code, which will link you to our online attendance registration page.   
(Or go straight to the webpage at SLUMCCorpusChristi.org and tap the 
Attendance Registration button.)  


