
Wednesday Evening  
Prayer & Praise 

September 7, 2022 – After Pentecost 
St. Luke’s UMC Chapel, 7pm 

 
GREETING 

As a shepherd seeks a lost sheep, 
so God seeks and saves the lost. 
Like a woman who searches for a lost coin until it is found,  
so God rejoices over one soul restored to wholeness. 
As a father receives a returning wayward son, 
so God welcomes us, and lets the past be the past. 
Therefore let us praise God in thanksgiving that we are received. 
Let us receive and rejoice over one another in the name of Jesus Christ. 

   
HYMN OF GATHERING                                                       “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care;  
in thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use thy folds prepare.   

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Thou hast bought us, thine we are.   
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus!  Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 

 
We are thine, thou dost befriend us, be the guardian of our way;  
keep thy flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray.   
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Hear, O hear us when we pray.   
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

 
Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be;  
thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse and power to free.   

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  We will early turn to thee.   
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  We will early turn to thee. 

 
Early let us seek thy favor, early let us do thy will;  

blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy love our bosoms fill.   
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Thou hast loved us, love us still.   
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving Shepherd, pour your grace upon us this day.  Seek those who are wandering 
and lost, for they too need your grace.  For you know when we are wandering, and 
you know when we are lost.  You know when we have sinned, and when we have 
forsaken your call.  Forgive us, and bring us home.  Reclaim us and make us your 
own.  For you are our shepherd and we are the sheep of your pasture.  For this grace 
and mercy, we are ever grateful.  Amen. 



 
SCRIPTURE & MEDITATION                                                                 Luke 15:1-10 
  
HYMN OF GRACE                                                                          “O God Who Shaped Creation” 

O God who shaped creation at earth’s chaotic dawn,  
your word of power was spoken, and lo! the dark was gone!   

You framed us in your image, you brought us into birth,  
you blessed our infant footsteps and shared your splendored earth.   

 
O God, with pain and anguish a mother sees her child  
embark on dead-end pathways, alluring, but defiled;  

so too your heart is broken when hate and lust increase,  
when worlds you birthed and nurtured spurn ways that lead to peace.   

 
Although your heart is broken when people scorn your ways,  

you never cease your searching through evil’s darksome maze;  
and when we cease our running, your joys, O God, abound  
like joy of searching woman when treasured coin is found.   

 
O God, when trinkets tarnish and pleasures lose their charm,  
when, wearied by our wandering, we seek your opened arm,  
with mother-like compassion you share your warm embrace;  

you set for us a banquet and heal us through your grace.   
 

In mercy and compassion your goodness is revealed;  
with tenderness you touch us, and broken hearts are healed.   
You claim us as your children, you strip our prideful shame;  

with freedom born of mercy we bless your holy name!  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                                               
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE                                                    “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never.   
I nothing lack if I am his, and he is mine forever.   

 
Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth;  
and where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.    

 
Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me;  

and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with thee, dear Lord, beside me;  
thy rod and staff my comfort still, thy cross before to guide me. 

 
Thou spreadst a table in my sight; thy unction grace bestoweth;  
and oh, what transport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth! 



 
And so through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never;  
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever. 

 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

Sisters and brothers, we have a choice.  We can stand on the margins of the feast, grumbling 
about the other guests, or we can join in the dance of seeking and saving, feeding and being 
fed.  
Found by God, we go now to help others find their way. 
Loved by Christ, we go now to share Christ’s love with the world. 
Blessed by the Spirit, we go now to bless others with mercy and grace. 
 

CLOSING & THE PEACE 
 

~~~*~~~ 
 

Leaders in tonight’s worship: Brad & Lisa DeHaven 
 

“Spirit of the Living God” text attr.: Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1836;  
music: William B. Bradbury, 1859; public domain 

 
“O God Who Shaped Creation” text: William W. Reid, Jr., 1987;  

music: Dale Wood, 1968, 1988; words © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House;  
music © 1969, 1988 Contemporary Worship 1 Hymns;  

harm. © 1988 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
 

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” text: Henry W. Baker, 1868;  
music: Irish melody; harm. from “The English Hymnal” 1906; public domain 

 
~~~*~~~ 

 
Prayers for use at home this week: 
 

Morning – O Lord, have mercy on us this day according to your steadfast love.  Create 
clean hearts and new spirits within us and open our lips to declare your praise; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
  
Evening – We give you thanks and praise, O God, for seeking us when we were lost, for 
sweeping us up from the darkness, for gathering us into your fold, and for holding us in the 
palm of your hand.  Bring all your wandering children home, so that there may be rejoicing 
in your church and joy in the presence of your angels; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 

 
 

We’re glad you are here as part of the St. Luke’s family tonight.     
(Including everyone joining us online!) 
Please help our record-keeping by using your phone’s camera to scan this QR 
code, which will link you to our online attendance registration page.   
(Or go straight to the webpage at SLUMCCorpusChristi.org and tap the 
Attendance Registration button.)  


