
Wednesday Evening 
Prayer & Praise 

August 10, 2022 – After Pentecost 
St. Luke’s UMC Chapel, 7pm 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

Christ of mysterious paradox, enter the paradoxes of our lives.   
Divide us when false unity divides us from you.   
Unify us when false division separates us from one another.   
Connect with us so securely, that we may connect with one another in the power of 
your Holy Spirit, as we worship together this day.  Amen. 

   
HYMN IN PRAISE OF CHRIST                                 “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” 

 
You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd.  You, Lord, are both prince and slave.   

You, peacemaker and sword-bringer of the way you took and gave.   
You, the everlasting instant; you, whom we both scorn and crave.   

 
Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross,  

shining in eternal glory, beggared by a soldier’s toss.   
You, the everlasting instant; you, who are both gift and cost. 

 
You, who walk each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side.   

You, who preach the way that’s narrow, have a love that reaches wide.   
You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our pilgrim guide. 

 
Worthy is our earthly Jesus!  Worthy is our heavenly Christ!   

Worthy your defeat and victory.  Worthy still your peace and strife.   
You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our death and life. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Challenging Christ, forgive us when we avoid your hard truths.  Grant your mercy 
when we look for the easy path and avoid the path you set before us.  Guide us back 
to where you would have us go.  Strengthen us to face the challenge of living faithful 
lives and of following your lead.  Encourage us to rejoice when we see the narrow 
way, and love us so fully that we accept your love.  Help us live the love you shower 
on our lives, that we may shower this love on others.  In your love and grace, we pray.  
Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE                                                                                                  Luke 12:49-56 
 
MEDITATION 
  



HYMN                                                                                          “See How Great a Flame Aspires” 
 

See how great a flame aspires, kindled by a spark of grace.   
Jesus’ love the nations fires, sets the kingdoms on a blaze.   
To bring fire on earth he came, kindled in some hearts it is;  

O that all might catch the flame, all partake the glorious bliss! 
 

When he first the work begun, small and feeble was his day;  
now the Word doth swiftly run, now it wins its widening way;  
more and more it spreads and grows, ever mighty to prevail;  

sin’s strongholds it now o’erthrows, shakes the trembling gates of hell. 
 

Saints of God, your Savior praise, who the door hath opened wide;  
he hath given the word of grace, Jesus’ word is glorified;  

Jesus mighty to redeem, who alone the work hath wrought;  
worthy is the work of him, him who spake a world from naught. 

 
Saw ye not the cloud arise, little as a human hand?   

Now it spreads along the skies, hangs o’er all the thirsty land.   
Lo! the promise of a shower drops already from above;  
but the Lord will shortly pour all the spirit of his love. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                        
 
HYMN OF SENDING FORTH                                                                   “Take Up Thy Cross” 

 
“Take up thy cross,” the Savior said, “if thou wouldst my disciple be;  

deny thyself, the world forsake, and humbly follow after me.” 
 

Take up thy cross, let not its weight fill thy weak spirit with alarm;  
his strength shall bear thy spirit up, and brace thy heart and nerve thine arm.   

 
Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame, nor let thy foolish pride rebel;  

thy Lord for thee the cross endured, to save thy soul from death and hell.   
 

Take up thy cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down;  
for only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious crown. 

 
BENEDICTION                                         

We, who were far away, have been brought near in the grace of Christ.   
We, who were once divided, have discovered peace in the unity of God’s Spirit.   
We, who were once alone, are connected in the love of God.   
We, who were once individuals, are united as one body, one family of God,  

to share God’s unifying love with the world.   



 
CLOSING & THE PEACE 

 
~~~*~~~ 

 
Leaders in tonight’s worship: Brad & Lisa DeHaven 

 
“You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” text: Sylvia Dunstan;  
music: French carol (PICARDY); text © 1991 GIA Publications 

 
“See How Great a Flame Aspires” text: Charles Welsey, 1749; from: Luke 12:49, 1 Kings 18:44-45;  

music: Welsh hymn melody; harmonized: Carlton R. Young, 1963; harm. © 1964 Abingdon Press  
 

“Take Up Thy Cross” text: Charles W. Everest, 1833;  
from: Matthew 16:24-25, Mark 8:34-35, Luke 9:23-24;  

music: William Gardiner’s “Sacred Melodies”, 1815; public domain 
 

~~~*~~~ 
 

Prayers for use at home this week: 
 

Morning – Lord of Life, we greet this new day sustained by the great cloud of witnesses 
who praise your name.  Help us to lay aside any burden or distraction that might prevent 
us from fully serving you this day.  Give us perseverance and joy so that we may come to 
the end of the day confident in your presence and aware of your blessings.  Amen. 
  
Evening – Lord, I have done my best to serve you this day, yet I often feel I have left so 
much undone.  Help me to find my rest in you and trust that in the evening I shall be saved 
by Love.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We’re glad you are here as part of the St. Luke’s family tonight.     
Including those joining us online! 
Please help our record-keeping by using your phone’s camera to scan this QR 
code, which will link you to our online attendance registration page.   
(Or go straight to the webpage at SLUMCCorpusChristi.org and tap the 
Attendance Registration button.)  


