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ST. LUKE’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
A SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

March 2, 2022  7:00 p.m. 
 
GATHERING 
Ash Wednesday allows us to confront our own mortality and confess our sin before God within the 
community of faith.  Through this service, we focus on our sin and death in the light of God’s 
redeeming love in Jesus Christ.  Please enter in silence and prayerful reflection until the service 
begins. 
 
GREETING 

Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People: God’s mercy endures forever. 

 
OPENING PRAYER (IN UNISON) 

O God, maker of everything and judge of all that you have made, from the dust of the 
earth you have formed us and from the dust of death you would raise us up.  By the 
redemptive power of the cross, create in us clean hearts and put within us a new spirit, 
that we may repent of our sins and lead lives worthy of your calling; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
HYMN “Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesday’s Ashes” TFWS 2138 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON            Joel 2:1-2, 12-17  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
 
HYMN “Change My Heart, O God”  TFWS 2152 
  
GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
SERMON  “Return” Dr. DeHaven  
 
 
INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: the early Christians observed with great devotion the days 
of our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church that before the 
Easter celebration there should be a forty-day season of spiritual preparation.  During this 
season converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism.  It was also a time when persons 
who had committed serious sins and had separated themselves from the community of faith 
were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the 
Church.  In this way the whole congregation was reminded of the mercy and forgiveness 
proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ and the need we all have to renew our faith.  I invite 
you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to observe a holy Lent: by self-examination and 
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s Holy 
Word.  To make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us 
now bow before our Creator and Redeemer. (Silent meditation) 
 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  Grant that these ashes may 
be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so that we may remember that only by your 
gracious gift are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
The pastor will invite you to come forward. The pastor will dip a thumb into the ashes and 
make a cross on the forehead of each person, while saying,  
 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Repent, therefore, and 
believe the gospel. 

 
 
 



CONFESSION AND PARDON (RESPONSIVELY)   
 FROM PSALM 51 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
According to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you only, have I sinned, and done that which is evil in your sight, so that you are 
justified in your sentence and blameless in your judgment. 
Behold, I was born into iniquity, and I have been sinful since my mother conceived me. 
Behold, you desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow; 
Make me hear with joy and gladness; let the bones which you have broken rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 
Deliver me from death, O God, God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
deliverance. 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth your praise. 
For you have no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will not despise. 

 
(Silent prayer) 

 May the almighty and merciful God, who desires not the death of a sinner but that we turn from 
wickedness and live, accept your repentance, forgive your sins, and restore you by the Holy Spirit to 
newness of life. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (IN UNISON) 

Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift, teach us to render to you all that we 
have and all that we are, that we may praise you, not with our lips only, but with our 
whole lives, turning the duties, sorrows and joys of all our days into a living sacrifice to 
you; through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and prays for us, and as he taught us, 
so now we pray: 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
CLOSING HYMN “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” UMH 269 
 
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


