
Wednesday Evening  
Prayer & Praise 
January 26, 2022, 7pm 

St. Luke’s UMC Chapel 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Holy maker of stars and planets, holy mender of broken dreams,  

holy fountain of joyful news, we stand in awe of your glory.   
We cry out with your faithful ones, as your presence is made known  

in the stories of your people at all times and places.   
When the people returned from captivity in Babylon,  

you gave them your precepts to sustain them, as they rebuilt the city.   
When Jesus read the words of your prophets to his hearers in the synagogue,  

he reminded them of your promise to release captives,  
to restore sight to the blind, and to free the oppressed.   

Today, you call us to be members of the body of Christ, your embodied Word made flesh,  
and to offer healing and wholeness wherever we go.   

May our songs and our stories, our praise and our thanks,  
be pleasant to you this day, Holy One, our rock and redeemer.  

 
CENTERING SONG                                                                                                    “Holy Ground” 

This is holy ground, we’re standing on holy ground,  
for the Lord is present and where He is is holy.   

This is holy ground, we’re standing on holy ground,  
for the Lord is present and where He is is holy.   

 
These are holy hands, He’s given us holy hands,  

He works through these hands, and so these hands are holy.   
These are holy hands, He’s given us holy hands,  

He works through these hands, and so these hands are holy.  
 

We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around.   
Let us praise Jesus now, we are standing in His presence on holy ground. 

 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Holy Maker, Holy Breath, Holy Teacher, as we prepare to hear your word, help us 
receive the good news of your love with joy and delight.  You have caused all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning.  Give us ears to hear it with the passion of 
the captives who returned from exile in the time of Nehemiah.  Grant us so to hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and 
ever.  Amen.  



 
SCRIPTURE                                                                                 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 
MEDITATION  
 
HYMN OF WORSHIP                                                           “God Is Here” #660 

God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer,  
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share.   
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts  

wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts.   
 

Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace;  
here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place.   

Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech,  
here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 

 
Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold;  

here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us, as of old.   
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore  

what it means in daily living to believe and to adore.   
 

Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt  
keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out.   

Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive;  
we, who cannot live without you, we adore you!  We believe! 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SONG OF PRAISE                                                                                            “Holy is the Lord” 

We stand and lift up our hands, for the joy of the Lord is our strength.   
We bow down and worship him now; how great, how awesome is he!   

And together we sing:  
Holy is the Lord God Almighty, the earth is filled with his glory.   
Holy is the Lord God Almighty, the earth is filled with his glory,  

the earth is filled with his glory.  (sing twice) 
 

BLESSING                                           
As a called and ordained minister of Jesus Christ, I assure you that you have been restored 
in the grace of God.  Do not mourn, therefore, but rejoice, for this is a new day for you and 
for me. 
As we go from this place on this day holy to God, we rejoice in the strength of God, 
we fix our eyes on the grace of Christ, and we drink deeply of the Spirit, who makes 
us one.  

 



CLOSING & THE PEACE 
 

~~~*~~~ 
 

Leaders in tonight’s worship: Brad & Lisa DeHaven 
 

“Holy Ground” by Christopher Beatty & “Holy Ground” by Geron Davis 
© 1982 Birdwing Music & © 1983 Meadowgreen Music Co. 

 
“God Is Here” words: Fred Pratt Green, 1978; music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1941;  

words © 1979 Hope Publishing Co., music © 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Co. 
 

“Holy Is the Lord” by Chris Tomlin & Louie Giglio; © 2003 worshiptogether.com Songs  
 

~~~*~~~ 
 
Prayers for use at home this week: 
 

Morning – Holy One, thank you for the gift of this new day.  Help me to stay attentive to 
your creation and mindful of your teachings as I travel through it.  Empower me to see and 
spread the good news of your grace for all people.  Amen. 
 
Evening – Holy One, thank you for the gift of today.  Thank you for all the ways I saw 
your glory and learned your teachings, beyond speech and words, in the course of this day.  
As I drift to sleep this night, draw me closer to you, my rock and my redeemer.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 

We’re glad you are here as part of the St. Luke’s family tonight.     
Including those joining us online!   
Please help our record-keeping by using your phone’s camera to scan this QR 
code, which will link you to our online attendance registration page.   
(Or go straight to the webpage at SLUMCCorpusChristi.org and tap the 
Attendance Registration button.)   


