
Wednesday Evening  
Prayer & Praise 

Season after Pentecost 
August 18, 2021 

St. Luke’s UMC Chapel 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

Holy One, you have called us to this place, a place where we find your Spirit.   
We have gathered here to pray and to be forgiven, to love and be loved,  

and to hear the word boldly proclaimed as we apply it to our lives.   
Open our hearts to the mystery of your Word.   
Remind us that your Word is proclaimed in the life of Jesus, the Christ.   
Help us believe in you and in your love for us.   
In the holy name of Christ we pray.  Amen. 

 
CENTERING HYMN                                                               “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!   
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!   

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,  
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.    

 
Have we trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere?   

We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer.   
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?   
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.   

 
Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?   
Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer.   

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?  Take it to the Lord in prayer!   
In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Watchful God, you know our plight.  Offended, we have not believed your words.  
Complaining, we have betrayed your love.  We are weak, estranged, wandering, and 
lost.  Seeking to stand in our own strength we fall.  Strangers to your holiness, we 
wander.  Defenseless against evil within and without, we are lost.  Forgive us for 
leaning on our own strength instead of seeking yours.  Shine your light in our 
darkness, and guide us back to our place in you.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE                                                                                             Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
MEDITATION                                                                                                                                               



 
SONG OF STRENGTH IN TRIBULATION                                                           “Desert Song” 

This is my prayer in the desert, when all that’s within me feels dry.   
This is my prayer in my hunger and need; my God is the God who provides.   

 
And this is my prayer in the fire, in weakness or trial or pain.   

There is a faith proved of more worth than gold; so refine me, Lord, through the flame. 
 

I will bring praise, I will bring praise.  No weapon formed against me shall remain.   
I will rejoice, I will declare: “God is my victory and He is here!” 

 
This is my prayer in the battle, when triumph is still on its way.   

I am a conqueror and co-heir with Christ, so firm on His promise I’ll stand.   
 

I will bring praise, I will bring praise.  No weapon formed against me shall remain.   
I will rejoice, I will declare: “God is my victory and He is here!” 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
HYMN OF SENDING FORTH                                                           “Soldiers of Christ, Arise” 

Soldiers of Christ, arise, and put your armor on,  
strong in the strength which God supplies thru his eternal Son;  

strong in the Lord of Hosts, and in his mighty power,  
who in the strength of Jesus trusts is more than conqueror. 

 
Stand then in his great might, with all his strength endued,  

but take to arm you for the fight the panoply of God;  
that having all things done, and all your conflicts passed,  

ye may o’er-come thru Christ alone and stand entire at last. 
 

Pray without ceasing, pray, (your Captain gives the word)  
his summons cheerfully obey and call upon the Lord;  

to God your every want in instant prayer display,  
pray always, pray and never faint, pray, without ceasing pray. 

 
From strength to strength go on, wrestle and fight and pray,  

tread all the powers of darkness down and win the well-fought day.   
Still let the Spirit cry in all his soldiers, “Come!”  

till Christ the Lord descends form high and takes the conquerors home.   
 
BENEDICTION 

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s power.   
Put on the whole armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm  

as you boldly proclaim the gospel of peace in word and deed. 



 
CLOSING & THE PEACE 

You may leave worship quietly, or take some time for personal prayer and reflection in 
your seat or kneeling at the altar rail.  Feel free to gather after worship to visit and share 
the peace of Christ.     

 
~~~*~~~ 

 
Leaders in tonight’s worship: Pastor Brad DeHaven & Lisa Davis DeHaven 

 
“What a Friend We Have In Jesus” words: J. Scriven, 1855; music: C. Converse, 1868 / public domain 

 
“Desert Song” by Brooke Fraser © 2008 Hillsong Publishing 

 
“Soldiers of Christ, Arise” words: Charles Wesley, 1749; music: George J. Elvey, 1868 / public domain 

 
~~~*~~~ 

 
Prayers for use at home this week: 

 
Morning –  
Lord God, my sun and shield, a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.  Let 
the favor of your presence strengthen me and accompany me everywhere I go today.  
Prepare me to be a sanctuary, that your light and love may radiate through me.  Through 
Christ my Lord.  Amen.   

 
Evening –  
Lord God, my strength, your Spirit never tires; your love never fails.  I bring you my 
struggles, stresses, questions, and worries of this day.  Where else can I go?  You have the 
words of eternal life.  Let your promises sustain my soul and comfort my heart as I rest in 
you, through Christ my Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We’re glad you are here as part of the St. Luke’s family tonight.     
(Including everyone joining us online!) 
 
Please help our record-keeping by using your phone’s camera to scan this QR 
code, which will link you to our online attendance registration page.   
(Or go straight to the webpage at SLumcCorpusChristi.org and tap the 
Attendance Registration button.)   


