
WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER AND PRAISE:  LENTEN SEASON 

March 17, 2021 

 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER                                                           “A Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas” 

 

Give us, O Lord, steadfast hearts, which no unworthy thought can drag downward,  

unconquered hearts, which no tribulation can wear out,  

upright hearts, which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside.   

 

Bestow upon us also, O Lord our God, understanding to know you,  

diligence to seek you, wisdom to find you,  

and a faithfulness that may finally embrace you;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

CENTERING HYMN                                                                     “Change My Heart, O God” 

 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true.  Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 

You are the Potter, I am the clay.  Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true.  Change my heart, O God, may I be like You. 

 

LENTEN PRAYER 

 

Holy God, by the cross and resurrection of Jesus, you lift the suffering world toward 

hope and transformation and open the way to eternal salvation.  As we move ever 

closer to the passion of Christ, may your law of love be written on our hearts as he 

draws all people to himself revealing your love for the world.  Amen. 

   

SCRIPTURE                                                                                       Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband says the Lord.  But this is the covenant 

that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law 

within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people.  No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” 

for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 



MEDITATION ON THE WORD OF GOD                                            

 

PRAYER HYMN                                                                                     “The Lord’s Prayer” 

 

In this setting of the Lord’s Prayer, the leader sings each phrase, and the congregation copies it 

right after like an echo.  There is an echo every time you see “….”   

 

Our Father …. in heaven, …. holy is your name. …. 

Our Father …. in heaven, …. holy is your name. …. 

Your kingdom come, …. your will be done, …. on earth …. as in heaven. …. 

Give us today …. our daily bread; ….  

forgive us our sins …. as we forgive those …. who sin against us. ….  

Save us from the time …. of trial, …. and deliver us, …. from evil. ….  

For the kingdom, and the power, and the glory are yours, forever, …. 

Forever, …. and ever. …. 

Our Father …. in heaven, …. holy is your name. …. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

As each call for prayer is given, the names of those you would pray for may be lifted with 

your voice or in your heart.  After a pause to allow for names to be spoken, the leader 

will say: “Lord, in your mercy,” and all will respond: “Hear our prayer.” 

 

 Together, let us pray for the people of this congregation….  

those who suffer and those in trouble…. 

the concerns of this local community….  

the world, its peoples, and its leaders…. 

the church universal—its leaders, its members, and its mission….  

the communion of the saints….   

 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

HYMN OF SENDING FORTH                                                                      “Here I Am, Lord” 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwelt in dark and sin my hand will save.   

I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.   

Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send?   

 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night.   

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart.  

 

I, the Lord, of snow and rain, I have heard my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them.  They turn away.   

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send?   



Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night.   

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, 

I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save.   

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.   

I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?   

 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night.   

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 

   

BLESSING 

 

May God, whose hand has written the law of love upon your heart,  

fill you with peace from deep within and the commitment to live in harmony.   

 

And the blessing of God, who loves, forgives, and calls us home,  

be with you now and always.  Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

 

 

~~~*~~~ 
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~~~*~~~ 

 

 

Prayers for use at home this week: 

 

Morning – Loving God, you offer the gift of new life each day.  Open my heart to  

receive this grace that I may be wholly yours, then give me the courage to share this gift 

wherever I go as I seek to walk in your way of mercy, forgiveness, and newness of life.  

Amen.   

 

Evening – Forgiving God, who makes all things new, you know where I have flourished 

this day, and you know where I have failed.  Help me to know that in all my challenges 

there is a seed of hope that enables me to more faithfully depend on you.  May I rest in 

peace this night and awake refreshed to greet the newness of your day.  Amen.   

 


