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A Note from Brad 

THE  

MESSENGER  
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Return… 

As I write this, it is the beginning of Lent. Today is Ash    Wednes-

day, the first day of a forty-day season of reflection and renewal. It lasts for 

(duh!) forty days, from Ash Wednesday until Easter, but does not include 

Sundays in the counting. (Don't ask me why, I'll just tell you to google it, 

which is what I would probably do, anyway.) 

The irony of Ash Wednesday falling as it did today is that we, in 

South Texas (Corpus Christi to be precise), are in the midst of a once-in-a-

blue-moon-type of deep freeze that has just about shut down the state of 

Texas, let alone the city. As I write this, on my laptop, I have about 65% bat-

tery left. We've been without power here for over 32 hours.) So, as my beauti-

ful wife quipped this morning, "Maybe God is telling us to give up more than 

just electricity for Lent this year!"  

And that got me thinking. Maybe she's right. 

What if God is trying to get our attention in a strange and unique 

way? For the first time in my three-decades-plus ministry, I've had to   cancel 

Ash Wednesday services. No electricity, below freezing            temperatures, 

low water pressure, and slippery roads made for a fairly easy decision this 

morning.  

Still, maybe there's something more afoot here. 

Upon hearing Lisa's statement, my mind immediately went to some-

thing deeper - which I truly believe was her intent. Maybe we are supposed to 

think about Lent differently this year. A global pandemic has drawn the faith-

ful into our own homes, socially distanced from one      another, and has left 

us without many of the familiar comforts of Church life in community. As a 

result, many have begun to mourn the loss of that community, and have fallen 

on hard times in their faith. 

But what seems to be heard (at least to my ears) has been more of a 

lament in what used to be. The experience of Church was in a building, sing-

ing hymns or songs of worship, hearing a sermon, keeping up with one an-

other, and, of course, coffee and donuts or cookies. It's the social aspect that 

many have been missing - which is well and good, if that is only a small part 

of your worship life. But for so many, it appears to me that this is the most 

important thing that we've been missing. 

"Maybe God is telling us to give up more than just electricity for Lent 

this year." Maybe.  

Perhaps God is inviting us to return. Not just to church, to the  social 

aspect of what we've come to know as church. But to something deeper. More 

profound.  

And instantly my mind found a quote from the Old Testament - 

"Rend your hearts, not just your garments."  

From the prophet Joel chapter 2 (I admit, I had to look it up!), we 

find these words: 



"Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land     

tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near... 

"Yet, even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with  
mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing." (Joel 2:1, 12-13 

NRSV) 

What if God is trying to get us out of our superficial, surface-level religiosity, and calling us to a deeper, 

more powerful relationship? What if all our shallow "I've-given-up-my-$6-a-cup-designer-coffee-for-Lent" attempts 

at being sacrificial just aren't enough? What if it really isn't about denying our indulgences that God is seeking from 

us, but rather, an honest, truly exposed, deep commitment to become vulnerable to God? What if what God really 

wants from us is for our hearts to be rent - torn open - to reveal our deepest sins, our greatest vulnerabilities, our 

honest dependence upon God and God alone? What if God wants us - from our most inward parts - rather than us 

just "going through the motions? 

"Return to me with all your heart...rend your hearts and not your clothing." "I want your heart, not your  

outward religious superficialities."  

"Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Sanctify the          

congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast."  

Maybe it's time we took our faith more seriously. It isn't about comfort, ease, or simply giving up something 

that is more luxury than sacrifice. It is about giving your heart to God. This is what God says truly sanctifies us. 

May your heart be opened to God this Lenten season. And may you truly take the time to return to God. 

Spend time in prayer - just listening for what God would say to you is truly important. You will be quite surprised in 

what you hear. 

See you in Church! 

Pastor Brad 
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Things to Know 

If you are unable to attend Sunday Worship at 

the church our worship service will be available 

online on the Facebook or YouTube social      

platforms. We will notify  the members once it is 

available.  Just search for: 

St. Luke's United Methodist  

Church Corpus Christi 

NEW dedicated prayer email: 

stlukesccprayerline@gmail.com 

WEB PAGE 

www.slumccorpuschristi.org 

 2nd Harmon Dobson 

 8th Jenny Dugan 

 9th Katie Strong 

 14th Crystal Watts 

 16th Lari Jo Edwards 

 18th Margie Bailey 

 21st Mary Hill 

 24th Max James 

 25th  Mackenzie Vega 

 29th Armando Salinas 
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Progress is being made with the    

repairs being done to the Sanctuary. 

Praise God!! Thank you to our hard 

working team of Trustees as well as 

all those who have volunteered 

hours cleaning both the Narthex and 

Sanctuary.   

The roof repairs have sealed the   

numerous leaks from the bell tower and second floor ceiling.  

Painters have come in and given the Narthex, stairwell, and 

entrance a new fresh coat of color, stained ceiling tiles in the 

Narthex have been  replaced by new brighter tiles.  New   

lighting fixtures have been installed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fresh new carpet has been laid in the Narthex and throughout 

the Sanctuary.  

Volunteers are still needed to help with the final preparations 

of the sanctuary prior to being able to return for worship. If 

you would like to help please contact Mary Hill at (361) 850-

8231 for more information as to how you can help.  

New aisle carpet New Narthex carpet 

Center aisle bare 

Maundy Thursday  

Service 

Thursday, April 1st  

7:00 pm in Sanctuary 



Page 6 

  

 

St. Luke’s Church Campus Updates 

Finance Report: 
 
On behalf of the Finance Committee, thank you for your continued support of the ministry and  
mission of St. Luke's UMC.  Below is a brief financial summary for the previous three months 
which is provided in an effort to keep you informed of our financial condition.  
 
          Nov   2020    Dec     2020    Jan     2021   
Giving          $  19,244.60   $  72,329.00   $  26,729.00 
Expenses    $ -22,016.21   $ -41,186.61   $ -25,139.67  

   
Amount           $ -  2,771.61   $  31,142.39   $  1,589.33 
Over/Under  

VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED  

To help with continued    

thorough cleaning of the 

Sanctuary and Narthex areas. 

Please contact Bobby or Mary 

Hill at (361)850-8231 for 

more dates and information.  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

It goes without saying that the past 12 months have brought 

dramatic changes to all aspects of life including the life of 

the church.  In spite of all the challenges, we have remained 

faithful to our mission of preaching the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ to all in word and in deed.  As we look to the months 

ahead, we are encouraged by the hope that the COVID     

vaccine brings.  We also celebrate the efforts currently      

underway to reopen our beautiful sanctuary for worship.  

Please pray for the financial health of our church.  On behalf 

of the congregation, thank you for your continued support of 

the ministry of St. Luke’s UMC through your tithes and    

offerings. Below is an excerpt from our website on giving: 

WHAT IS A “TITHE?” 

The Bible says in Leviticus 27:30: “All tithes from the land, 

whether the seed from the ground or the fruit from the tree, 

are the LORD’s; they are holy to the LORD.” The tithe is the 

biblical guideline for giving. That is, giving 10% of what we 

earn back to God. 

WHAT ARE “OFFERINGS?” 

An offering is a gift given to a specific need above and     

beyond our tithe. 

James 1:17 reminds us that “every generous act of giving, 

with every perfect gift, is from above…” As we in turn give 

back to God, we reflect our trust that God will continue to 

provide for us everything we need. Giving also allows us to 

join with God in God’s holy work here on earth in             

establishing the kingdom of Heaven here on earth. 

Sincerely, 

Bobby Hill 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
7p Wednesday 

Night Lenten 

Worship Service 

4 5 6 

7  Psalm 4 

 
10a Sunday 

Worship  

 

 

 

 

8 9 
6:15p Safe 

Gatherings Re-

certification 

ONLY 

(ZOOM) 

10 
1p Rebekah’s 

Cupboard 

 

7p Wednesday 

Night Lenten 

Worship  Service 

11 12 13 

14  Psalm 28 
 

10a Sunday 

Worship  

 

 

15 16 17 
7p Wednesday 

Night Lenten 

Worship Service 

18 19 20 

21  Psalm 121 
 

10a Sunday 

Worship  

22 23 24 
7p Wednesday 

Night Lenten 

Worship Service 

25 26 27 

28  Psalm 118 
 

10a Sunday 

Worship  

29 30 31 
7p Wednesday 

Night Lenten 

Worship Service 

   

March 2021 
Calendar Color KEY 

Open to Everyone off Campus 

Regular Events On Campus 

All Church Events On Campus 

Calendar Color KEY 

Open to Everyone on Campus 

Special Events Off Campus 

Special Events On Campus 


